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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) As a safety
precaution there will be no after service coffee or refreshments. If you would like to socialize
responsibly before and after the service, please use the fellowship hall. To allow for social
distancing, please don’t linger in front of the kitchen and bathroom.

Lutheran Worship
The Lutheran church is a liturgical church. Lutherans believe that the gospel is not only the good
news that Jesus has saved sinners, but also the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in
Jesus. Lutheran worship places the gospel in central focus in an order of service called the liturgy.
Through the sermon, Lord’s Supper, in specially selected Bible readings, and in carefully crafted
songs, prayers, and confessions, the liturgy points to Jesus as the Savior of all.

As we adjust to live worship
We are taking many precautions to make our regular Sunday service as safe as possible. In keeping
with our Governor’s mandate, please wear a facemask while inside the building. Masks are
available on the table by the bulletin announcements, if you forget your mask. If you socialize
before or after the service please do so outside or in the fellowship hall. If you have any suggestions
or concerns regarding worship or ministry please inform Pastor or our elder, Ken Leib.

December 9, 2020 Page 2



SERVICE OF LIGHT

M: Jesus Christ is the light of the world,
C: the light no darkness can overcome.
M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,
C: and the day is almost over.
M: Be our light and scatter the darkness,
C: and hear our evening hymn of praise.
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2 Now sun - set comes, but light shines forth; The lamps are
3 Wor-thy are you of end - less praise, O Son of
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Fa - ther’s glo - ry shone. Im - mor - tal, ho - ly,
lit to pierce the night. Praise Fa - ther, Son, and
God, life - giv - ing Lord; Where-fore you are through
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blest is he, And blest are you, his on - ly Son.
Spir - it:  God Who dwells in  the e - ter - nal light.
all the earth And in the high - est heav’n a - dored.
M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grave now drawing to a close. Stay with us and

warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith
burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of
this world. Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Be seated
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cry to you. Let my prayer rise be - fore  you as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri - fice.

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we
may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

M: We light two Advent candles remembering Jesus, who came in history. He
came into a world of sin and death.
C: We remember Jesus, who came as the promised Messiah. John the Baptist

prepared the way of the Lord.

M: We hear his call to repent.

C: We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for
renewal.

Two candles are lit.

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.
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PSALM 126
When the Lord brought back the captives to Zion, we were like men who dreamed.
Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy.

The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy.

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like streams in the Negev.

M
C
M: Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”
C
M
C Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.

ALL: He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy,
carrying sheaves with him.

Silence for meditation.

M: Lord, God grant us your Holy Spirit that we may believe your Word. Cleanse our minds
and renew our hearts that we may live for you here and hereafter, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C: Amen.

LESSON ISAIAH 42:1-4

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on
him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the
streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In
faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes
justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope.”

M: The Lord will come again in glory. The Spirit and the Church cry out: Come, Lord Jesus,
come.

Be seated
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HYMN OF THE DAY: JESUS, YOUR CHURCH WITH LONGING EYES
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we re - call And know that our re - demp - tion’s nigh.
ly sub - due, And crown your gos - pel  with suc cess.
your com-mand; Let grace re - vive a dy - ing world.
grace 1o share The tri-umphs of your con - qu'ring pow’r.
Text:  William H. Bathurst, 17961877, abr., alt.

Tune: O JESU CHRISTE, WAHRES LICHT (LM) Anddichtige Haus-Kirche, Nirnberg, 1676, alt.
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SERMON
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LORD, HAVE MERCY

M:
C:

<
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In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the
world, and for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O
Lord:

Christ, have mercy.

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of
life, and for joy in doing your will,
Lord, have mercy.

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice
learning, and health to this and every place,
Lord, hear our prayer.

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of
body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil,
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good
news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks,
O Lord:

Thanks be to God.

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves
to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ADVENT SEASON

M:

<0 20

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to send
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of old,
you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior.

We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy
the works of the devil.

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.

Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near.”

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength.
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these
days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of
commercialism.

Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace.

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M:

C:

C:

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

Amen.
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SONG OF SIMEON
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BLESSING

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen.

Be seated
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HYMN: ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD, THIS NIGHT 592
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To serve my God when 1 a - wake.
Praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, abr., alt.
Tune: EVENING HYMN (LM D) Charles F. Gounod, 1818-93, adapt.
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