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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Bible Study at 11:00.

MEANINGFUL MINISTRY
JESUS MODELS A COMPASSIONATE SHEPHERD’S HEART

In the ancient Middle East, a shepherd needed certain skills to do his job well: knowledge of
edible grasses, ability to trim hooves, capacity to fend off predators, competency to birth lambs.
However, the greatest qualification of a shepherd is much simpler. A good shepherd needed to
care for his sheep. Without that, none of those other skills would be fully utilized.

In Scripture meaningful ministry is often pictured as a compassionate shepherd caring for his
sheep: Jesus’ care for us; a spiritual leader’s care for his “flock.” Certainly, gospel ministry
requires specific skills: ability to actively listen to people, aptitude for applying the gospel to
someone’s situation, etc. But ultimately, meaningful ministry requires a compassionate heart—a
profound caring for others. An individual might know God’s Word backwards and forwards. But
if they lack compassion, they will not fully perform meaningful ministry. Today, we ask the Spirit
to see how Jesus models a compassionate shepherd’s heart so that we might be filled with that
same compassion.
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HYMN: THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE 922

Stand

M:

C:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us
in our weakness, and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
FIRST READING JEREMIAH 23:1-6

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!”
declares the LORD. 2Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who
tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not
bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares
the LORD. **“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have
driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in
number. 1 will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid
or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when [ will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
®In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LoRD Our Righteous Savior.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23F MY SHEPHERD WILL SUPPLY MY NEED PSALTER PAGE 110
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SECOND READING HEBREWS 13:7-8,17-21

"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

"Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch
over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a
burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.

8pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in
every way. ¥l particularly urge you to pray so that | may be restored to you soon.

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 2'equip you with everything
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Jesus had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL MARK 6:30-34
%The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and

taught. ' Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a

chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”
3250 they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. **But many who saw

them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of

them. 3*When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they

were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.

M:  This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

| HYMN: JESUS, SHEPHERD OF THE SHEEP 551
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SERMON HEBREWS 13:7-8,17-21
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Be seated
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HYMN: LORD, YOU CALL US AS YOUR PEOPLE 736

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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Be seated
HYMN: LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE 766
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