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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.   

 

 

 

 
 

THE NEED FOR FOLLOWERSHIP 

FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST OBEY HIS LAW FROM THE HEART 

A loving father gives his son and daughter a list of rules and regulations. Chores, curfews, 

civilities, dress code—the father makes his will clearly known. The son strives to follow the rules 

for two reasons. 1) He wants to get his allowance. 2) He is afraid that if he breaks the rules, his 

father will punish him. The daughter strives to follow the rules, also for two reasons. 1) She 

believes her father established those rules not to control her but for her safety and blessing. 2) She 

wants to demonstrate how much she loves and trusts her father. Those two children’s actions 

might look almost identical. Their hearts are very different!  

Likewise, following Christ is not simply a matter of outward observance of laws. It is a matter of 

the heart. The Law was given so we could see God’s heart and demonstrate how his heart has 

affected our own. The followership Christ seeks flows from hearts that have been radically 

transformed by God’s law and gospel. Christ wants his followers to be less like the son described 

above, and more like the daughter. This week we see that followers of Christ obey his law from 

the heart. 
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HYMN:  COME, THOU ALMIGHTY KING  921 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

 
 

 

Be seated 
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FIRST READING  DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2,6–9 

 1Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you 

may live and may go in and take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is 

giving you. 2Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the 

commands of the Lord your God that I give you. 

 6Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the 

nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.” 7What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way 

the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8And what other nation is so great as to 

have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 

 9Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your 

eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children 

and to their children after them. 

 

 
M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM 119E   TEACH ME, O LORD PSALTER page 649 

 

 

SECOND READING          ROMANS 9:30—10:4 

 30What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have 

obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as the 

way of righteousness, have not attained their goal. 32Why not? Because they pursued it not by 

faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33As it is written: 

“See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble 

 and a rock that makes them fall, 

 and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 

 1Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they 

may be saved. 2For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 

based on knowledge. 3Since they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish 

their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4Christ is the culmination of the law so 

that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 

 

 

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia. When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight.  Alleluia. 

 

 

GOSPEL MARK 7:1–8,14-15,21–23 

 1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem 

gathered around Jesus 2and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, 

that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a 

ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the 

marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as 

the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 

 5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live 

according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 

 6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 

“ ‘These people honor me with their lips, 

  but their hearts are far from me. 
7They worship me in vain; 

  their teachings are merely human rules.’ 
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” 

 14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand 

this. 15Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out 

of a person that defiles them.” 

 21For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, 22adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance 

and folly. 23All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” 

 

 M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 

 
 

 

HYMN:  O GOD, MY FAITHFUL GOD  740 
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SERMON                   DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2,6–9 

Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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HYMN: MAY WE YOUR PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL 697 
 

Stand 
 

 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

Live in harmony with one another.  

Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

Be seated 
 

 

HYMN:  OH, THAT THE LORD WOULD GUIDE MY WAYS  705 

 

 


