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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)
Join us after the service for coffee. Also join us for Bible Study at 11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE
THE ONLY FOOD WE REALLY NEED

As Jesus concluded his Bread of Life discourse, many said, “This is a hard teaching. Who
can accept it?” and walked away. Read carefully. They did not say the teaching was hard
to understand. The meaning was clear enough. Jesus was teaching that the only chance to
enjoy eternity in heaven is through a close connection to him. He is the only bread that
gives eternal life. That isn’t hard to understand, but it is hard to accept. Eating this bread
means reordering our lives so that Jesus is by far our highest priority. It means loving the
Blesser infinitely more than his earthly blessings. It means realizing that Jesus is the only
thing we really need. If we had nothing but him, we would not lack anything that
ultimately matters.

Jesus watches the multitudes walking away from him. He turns to the Twelve—he turns
to us this week—and he whispers, “You do not want to leave me too, do you?” May the
Spirit give us the wisdom to answer, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life.”



HYMN: WE WALK BY FAITH sung to O GOD, OUR HELP, IN AGES PAST 830

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



LORD, HAVE MERCY
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

573 JESUS, YOUR BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
1 Jesus, your blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress;
mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, with joy shall I lift up my head.

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day; who can a word against me say?
Fully absolved through these I am from sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

6 Jesus, be worshiped endlessly! Your boundless mercy has for me,
for me and all your hands have made, an everlasting ransom paid.



THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know your Son, Jesus, to be
the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess him to be the Christ and
steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be Seated

FIRST READING JOSHUA 24:1-2,14-18
Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the
elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
2Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says:
‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived
beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods.
14«“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods
your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve
the Lord. *But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the
Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and
my household, we will serve the Lord.”
®Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other
gods! 1t was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt,
from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected
us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. *And
the Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the
land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 119 D TEACH ME, O LORD PSALTER page 648 ‘

SECOND READING HEBREWS 11:24-28
4By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter. 2He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than
to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of
greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 2By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he
saw him who is invisible. 2By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so
that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.



GOSPEL JOHN 6:51-69

5] am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread
will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

®2Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?”

%3Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. **Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my
blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. **For my flesh is real food
and my blood is real drink. **Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me,
and | in them. ®Just as the living Father sent me and | live because of the Father, so the
one who feeds on me will live because of me. *8This is the bread that came down from
heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live
forever.” *He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.

90n hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can
accept it?”

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does
this offend you? 52Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was
before! 3The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to
you—they are full of the Spirit and life. %*Yet there are some of you who do not believe.”
For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would
betray him. ®*He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me
unless the Father has enabled them.”

®From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

7Y ou do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.

®8Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words
of eternal life. ®We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of
God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

‘HYMN: SPEAK, O SAVIOR, | AM LISTENING 631

SERMON on HEBREWS 11:24-28



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering

Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a
love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people.
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and
make them a blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to
defend those who cannot defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to
all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour
out your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers,

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its
curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with
you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

[HYMN: TAKE AND EAT 676 |
Stand
I[HYMN: IN PEACE AND JOY | NOW DEPART 949 |

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace
in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and
minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: BY FAITH 868

Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®, Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.

12



