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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for Bible Study at 11:00.

MEANINGFUL MINISTRY
FEAR NOT, FOR THE LORD ISWITH YOU

Shortly before he ascended, Jesus told his followers they were to engage in meaningful
ministry—to work their way through the world, sharing the good news of salvation. Our loving
Lord knew that was a big and often intimidating task. So, his next words were a promise. “Surely
I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20). God’s people still need to hear that promise.

For several weeks, we have been discussing the reality that the Lord of the Church has called all
believers to meaningful ministry. Ministry will come with challenges. It can cause fears to arise:
the fear of rejection, the fear of inadequacy, the fear of persecution. So, listen again to your
Savior. “I am with you always.” We conclude our series on meaningful ministry empowered by
that gracious promise.
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HYMN: ACROSS THE LANDS 549

Stand

M:

C:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in you, strengthen our faith,
and give us courage to believe that in your love you will rescue us from all adversities;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

O 4
U &

A —— T . H
%:.‘:ﬂ
C: A - men.
Be seated
FIRST READING 2 KINGS 6:8-17

8Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said,
“I will set up my camp in such and such a place.”

°The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because
the Arameans are going down there.” 1°So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the
man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places.

UThis enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, “Tell
me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?”

12None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is
in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.”

13Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The
report came back: “He is in Dothan.” **Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there.
They went by night and surrounded the city.

5\When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an
army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?”” the
servant asked.

¥«“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those
who are with them.”

1" And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened
the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46D A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD HYMN 863
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SECOND READING 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8,16-18

®For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is
near. ’I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, | have kept the faith. 8Now there is in
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

At my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not
be held against them. Y’But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me
the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And | was delivered
from the lion’s mouth. *¥The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely
to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Alleluia.

GOSPEL MARK 6:45-56

“Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. “After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to
pray.

4L ater that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. “®He
saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he
went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, “°but when they saw him
walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, *°because they all saw him and
were terrified.

Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” **Then
he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, >*for
they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

%3When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. %*As soon
as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. **They ran throughout that whole region and
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. ®And wherever he went—into villages,
towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them
touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed.

M:  This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
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HYMN: DAY BY DAY 803

SERMON 2 TIMOTHY 4:6-8,16-18
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Be seated
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HYMN: FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 876

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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A -men. A - men. A - men.

Be seated

HYMN: O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST 820
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