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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Sunday School begins at 10:45am and Bible Study at 11:00am.

THE NEED FOR FOLLOWERSHIP
FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST KNOW HOW TO LOVE THEIR FAMILIES

Love can cause harm. Consider the wife whose husband wants little to do with church. She loves
him and does not want to upset him. So, when her husband wants her and the children to stay
home Sunday morning, she complies without protest. That wife’s love for her husband hurts him,
her children, and herself. Or consider the father who loves his child so much that he gives the
child everything that child asks for. That father’s love is toxic. It is shaping that child to be a
selfish, entitled adult.

In our families, it is not enough that there is love. We need to rightly love, to love in a way that
leads to blessings for those we claim to love. This illustrates the need for followership. In Jesus
we see perfect, self-sacrificial love. Jesus loves us as we are. He also loved us too much to leave
us as we are. So, in love he gave his life up so that we might be holy and blameless. His love for
us shapes the way we love our spouse, our children, our parents. Today we see that followers of
Christ know how to love their family.
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HYMN: BLESSED JESUS, AT YOUR WORD 919

Stand

M:

C:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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* This phrase repeats at the end of st. 3.

Text: Stuart Townend, b.1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
T “Thankyou Music, admin. Capitolc! U 714908

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Loving God and Father, the blessings of marriage and family come from your gracious
pleasure and careful design. Lead all who value these gifts to follow your path of wisdom
so that they may enjoy the fullness of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
Be seated
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FIRST READING GENESIS 2:18-25
¥The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. | will make a helper
suitable for him.”

¥Now the LorD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds
in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man
called each living creature, that was its name. 2So the man gave names to all the livestock, the
birds in the sky and all the wild animals.

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. ?!So the LORD God caused the man to fall
into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the
place with flesh. 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man,
and he brought her to the man.

ZThe man said,

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

2*That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one
flesh.
ZAdam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 127A UNLESS THE LORD BUILDS THE HOUSE PSALTER pg 687
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SECOND READING EPHESIANS 5:21—6:4
21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

2\\ives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. *For the
husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the
Savior. 2Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in
everything.

ZHusbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her %to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, ?’and to
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy
and blameless. %In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 22After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and
care for their body, just as Christ does the church— *for we are members of his body. *“For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become
one flesh.” *2This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the
church. **However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife
must respect her husband.

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2‘Honor your father and
mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— *“so that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”

*Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and
instruction of the Lord.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL MARK 10:2-16

2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?”

¥What did Moses command you?” he replied.

*They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”

®“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus
replied. ®“But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.” "*For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one
flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.”

O\When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. **He answered,
“Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12And
if she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.”
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13people were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the
disciples rebuked them. *When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as

these. ®Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will
never enter it.” 1*And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed

them.

M:  This is the gospel of our Lord.

04
&

Py ‘ ; I f f f i |

& i |

S—
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: OH, BLEST THE HOUSE

760

SERMON
Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Offering
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Be seated

HYMN: LOVE IN CHRIST IS STRONG AND LIVING 726

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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C: A -men. A - men. A - men.
Be seated
HYMN: LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 927
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