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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our
Lord. Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)

Join us after the service for coffee. Join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at
11:00 am.

HOLY COMMUNION
Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is
proclaimed to all throughout the service. However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's
Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the

unity it expresses.
For this reason, we ask that quests speak with the Pastor
before partaking of the Holy Supper.

BEAUTIFUL TRUTH

Steward the Truth as Shared Humanity

TREASURE



HYMN: ACROSS THE LANDS 549

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 154
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ,
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a
called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your
presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always
be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have
promised; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Be Seated

FIRST READING ECCLESIASTES 3:15-22
Solomon observes the common fate of all people.

BWhatever is has already been,
and what will be has been before;
and God will call the past to account.

16 And | saw something else under the sun:
In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,
in the place of justice—wickedness was there.

171 thought in my heart,

“God will bring to judgment

both the righteous and the wicked,

for there will be a time for every activity,
a time for every deed.”

181 also thought, “As for men, God tests them so that they may see that they are
like the animals. '°* Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both:
As one dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; man has no advantage over the
animal. Everything is meaningless. 2° All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to
dust all return. 2t Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the
animal goes down into the earth?”

2230 | saw that there is nothing better for a man than to enjoy his work, because
that is his lot. For who can bring him to see what will happen after him?
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The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
PSALM 39 Psalter page 195
SECOND READING HEBREWS 2:14-18

Christ has shared in our dying humanity to redeem us from the fear of death.

14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that
by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— °
and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. ¢ For surely
it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. * For this reason he had to be made
like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being
tempted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Christ Jesus has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. Alleluia.



GOSPEL JOHN 1:1-14
The Son of God became flesh and revealed the Father in grace and truth.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was with God in the beginning.

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. ® The light shines in the
darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

® There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. " He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He
himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. ® The true light that gives
light to every man was coming into the world.

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. 12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God— 3 children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

‘HYMN: SINCE OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST, CHRIST JESUS 546

SERMON on HEBREWS 2:14-18



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering

Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which
we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion,
and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your
promises and our desire to live according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who
sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and
persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days.
Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills
and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public
ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person
and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the
mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and

wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.



THE SACRAMENT

Stand

PREFACE CW 165
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

J] HOLY, HOLY, HOLY J] CW 167
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its
curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with
you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

J] O Christ, Lamb of God J] CW 169
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your
peace. Amen.

Be seated
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DISTRIBUTION

[HYMN: THE INFANT PRIEST WAS HOLY BORN 674 |
Stand
I[HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 |

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banguet you have given us
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: CHRIST IS OUR CORNERSTONE 914
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