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Welcome!
We welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord. Through him we have access to God in
boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)

ORATIO, MEDITATIO, TENTATIO

In 1539, Martin Luther wrote about understanding spiritual truth. He describes the use of
three rules based upon Psalm 119. The rules, Oratio (prayer), Meditatio (meditation), and
Tentatio (testing), describe the life of faith. This is a cycle that begins with prayer for the
gift of the Holy Spirit, concentrates on the reception of the Holy Spirit through meditation
on God's Word, and results in spiritual attack. This in turn leads a person back to further
prayer and intensified meditation. May God lead us all through this cycle as we yearn to
understand scriptural truth more deeply.



EVENING PRAYER Page 215 of Christian Worship

| HYMN: GOD WHO MADE THE EARTH AND HEAVEN 787
Sung in place of the song on page 216.

PSALM 119:9-16
®  How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word.
101 seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands.
111 have hidden your word in my heart that | might not sin against you.
12 Praise be to you, O Lord; teach me your decrees.
13- with my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth.
141 rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.
15 | meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.
161 delight in your decrees; | will not neglect your word.

READINGS
MALACHI 4:1-6

“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every
evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord
Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere my name,
the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and leap
like calves released from the stall. ® Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be
ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when | do these things,” says the Lord
Almighty.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb
for all Israel.

%«See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the
Lord comes. © He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse.”



MATTHEW 11:2-14

2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him,
“Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: ® The blind receive
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the good news is preached to the poor. ® Blessed is the man who does not fall away on
account of me.”

’ As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What
did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? & If not, what did you go
out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’
palaces. ° Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 1° This is the one about whom it is written:

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

11 tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater
than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 2
From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully
advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John. ** And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. ** He
who has ears, let him hear.

HYMN: SPEAK, O LORD 633

SERMON ON Psalm 119:9-16

HYMN: HOLY IS YOUR NAME 956

The liturgy continues on page 221 of Christian Worship.

HYMN: JESUS, TENDER SHEPHERD, HEAR ME 793




