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At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 
 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333 welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com 

                        
   

Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.  

Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us 

for coffee after the service.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GIFT OF GOD 

GOD GIVES BOTH SUBSTITUTE AND SACRIFICE 

The Son of God took on flesh for two reasons: to be our substitute and our sacrifice. You 

see, when God created mankind in his image, his desire was that we would live holy 

lives, full of love for him and our fellow man. When mankind fell into sin, that became 

impossible. So, the heavenly Father sent Jesus. He is the only human being to keep all of 

God’s law perfectly. He did that as our substitute. Through faith, we claim his perfection 

as our own. But we needed another gift—one who could pay for the sin we had 

committed. And so, the Son of God became human for another reason—so that he might 

die as the sacrifice for our sins, removing that barrier between us and a holy God.  

Understanding we needed both—substitute and sacrifice—helps us better understand 

Jesus’ saving work. That work includes more than Jesus’ death on the cross. Jesus saving 

work began the moment he was born under the law and obeyed it. This week, we thank 

God that Jesus served us in both these much-needed ways! 
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HYMN:  HE WHOSE PRAISE THE SHEPHERDS SOUNDED  351 

 

Stand 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. 

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. 

May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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Text: Michael D. Schultz 
Tune: Swedish 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human 

nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, and transform us 

into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 
 

Be seated 
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FIRST READING   ISAIAH 50:4–9 

4The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains 

the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being 

instructed.  5The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have not 

turned away.  6I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out 

my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. 

7Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I set my 

face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  8He who vindicates me is near.  Who 

then will bring charges against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him 

confront me!  9It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.  Who will condemn me?  They will 

all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up. 

 
M:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  84B HOW LOVELY IS YOUR DWELLING PLACE  

1 How lovely is your dwelling place,   O God, I long to see your face. 

My soul into your courts would wing   and, in your presence, gladly sing. 

 

2 As yearns the sparrow for her nest,   so yearns my heart to find its rest 

before your altar, there to stay   and make my home through night and day. 

 

3 How rich the joy to live with you,   and sing your praise my whole life through; 

how happy those who travel here   to find their God is ever near. 

 

4 How blessed are those who trust your care,   the path to you is sweet and fair; 

to pilgrim ears the desert sings,   dry ground is laced with cool, clear springs. 

 

5 O hear my call, great God of might,   as now I stand within your sight, 

this pilgrim in your holy place,   O look, and see your servant’s face. 

 

6 One day I hold with you more dear   than thousands spent away from here. 

If I could stand before your door   and serve you well, I’d want no more. 

 

7 My sun, my shield, my heart, my grace,   my blessing sure, my dwelling place, 

unfailing light to pilgrim’s feet   who journey forth their God to meet. 
Text: para. Marty Haugen 
Text: © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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SECOND READING          HEBREWS 2:10–18 
 10In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through 

whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he 

suffered. 11Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same 

family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12He says, 

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;in the assembly I will sing your 

praises.”13And again,“I will put my trust in him.”And again he says,“Here am I, and the 

children God has given me.” 

 14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 

he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free 

those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he 

helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in 

every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when 

he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

  

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 2:41–52 
 41Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42When he was 

twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43After the festival was 

over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 

were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 

began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went 

back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 

among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished. 

His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been 

anxiously searching for you.” 

 49“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?” 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 51Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 

treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and man. 

 

 M: This is the gospel of our Lord. 
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979 The Boyhood of Christ 
1 The growing limbs of God the Son,  the Father’s sole-begotten One, 

prepare him for his work on earth,  who for mankind took human birth. 

 

2 In grace and wisdom Jesus grows,  each step of human life he knows; 

in all but sin like us was made,  to be a fallen people’s aid. 

 

3 His Father’s house he enters in,  where rabbis teach their cure for sin, 

while in his heart he hears the call  which through his cross won life for all. 

 

4 And he who rules angelic bands,  who high in heav’nly glory stands, 

now yields him to his parents’ will,  a boy’s obedience to fulfill. 

 

5 To him, the Father’s only Son,  let praise and honor now be done, 

who by the Holy Spirit’s grace  took flesh to save our human race. 
Text: G. B. Timms, 1910–1997, in part based upon Divine crecebas puer, J. B. deSanteuil, 1630–1697 
Text: © 1986 The Canterbury Press Norwich. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 

 

SERMON                   LUKE 2:41–52 

Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

HYMN: LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD 355 

 

Stand 
 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep 

us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on 

us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness.  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

  
 

Be seated 
 

 

HYMN: GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  361 


