
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 12th, 2025 

First Sunday after Epiphany 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Please join us for Sunday School at 10:45 and Adult 

Bible Study at 11:00 am. 
 

 

BAPTISM IS THE CURE FOR AN IDENTITY CRISIS 

(The Baptism of Our Lord) 

“Who is Jesus?” For the longest time, people thought the answer to that question was, 

“Mary and Joseph’s son” or “a carpenter from Nazareth.” While true enough, those 

answers do not adequately describe Jesus. But when Jesus was baptized, God the Father 

spoke, declaring Jesus true identity. Jesus was the dearly loved Son of God, chosen to be 

the Savior of the world. 

 

“Who are you?” someone asks. Perhaps you would answer by providing your name. 

Maybe you would add additional information—where you are from or what you do for a 

living. Perhaps, in some dark corner of your mind, you would answer negatively. “I’m no 

one.” 

 

We need to understand that none of those things really describes who we are. To answer 

that question—Who are you?—we must look to our baptism. Baptism is the cure for an 

identity crisis. There, just like he did with Jesus, our Father declares us to be his dearly 

loved child. Moreover, in baptism God anointed us with power for a life of selfless 

service. May God grant us this epiphany moment! 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 

 



3 

 

HYMN: CHRIST BEGINS 385 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Text: Michael A. Perry 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ 

faithful in our calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Be Seated 



5 

 

FIRST READING 1 SAMUEL 16:1–13 

 1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 

rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending 

you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

 2But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

 The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 

Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for 

me the one I indicate.” 

 4Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the 

town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

 5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate 

yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons 

and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 

stands here before the Lord.” 

 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I 

have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel 

said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but 

Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11So he asked 

Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

 “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

 Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

 12So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had 

a fine appearance and handsome features. 

 Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

 13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 

and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then 

went to Ramah. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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2D Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 2D 

 

 

 
  

Why do the nations / conspire  

   and the peoples / plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  

   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain 

  

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  

   the Lord / scoffs at them. 

He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 

   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain 

  

I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  

   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 
Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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SECOND READING TITUS 3:4–7 

 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through 

the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us 

generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, 

we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 3:15–17,21-22 

 15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John might possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. 

But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not 

worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork 

is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will 

burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 

was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form 

like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 

am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
 
 
 

HYMN: TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD 377 

 

 
SERMON on TITUS 3:4–7 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

Offering 

 

Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s Son, in the fullness of time you came into our 

world to save us from sin and death. 

You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

  

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching 

and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation to 

those doomed to death. 

  

Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 

news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to 

speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 

  

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve you 

and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and far, that 

they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the faith of the 

sick and the disheartened. [We pray especially for…here name the person and the cause 

of the petition.] Give hope to those in despair and comfort those who mourn. 

Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the 

full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of 

triumph. 

Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 

and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING 668 

 

Stand 
 

HYMN: LORD, BID YOUR SERVANT GO IN PEACE 950 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: THROUGH SIMPLE WATER, DRAWN AND POURED 685 
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