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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Also join us for a short Sunday School at 10:45 and Bible Class at
11:00. The Chili Cookoff will begin at 11:30.

EPIPHANY MOMENTS

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” When someone has an epiphany, it’s
not that reality changed. The way they see that reality is what changed, for a deeper truth has been
revealed. An epiphany is an “a-ha!” moment causing us to look at things very differently. In the
Church Year, Epiphany is the season where we see Jesus begin his ministry, revealing the reason
the Son of God came to earth. In this season we will come to understand that when we have Jesus
in our lives, it does not always mean our reality drastically changes. It simply means that we see
reality differently (and better). Jesus always provides an abundance of epiphany moments.

GOD DELIVERS MORE THAN WE ASK, NOT LESS
It is easy for us to assume that if God says “no” to a request, we are getting less than we wanted.
We need to have an epiphany moment, seeing the reality—that God always wants more for us
than we want from him. Saying “yes” to all our requests would often result in us receiving less
joy, less blessing, a lesser life. So, when God says “no” to our request, we can be assured it is
because he wants to give us more. Far more than existing as a “help desk” or 911 dispatch, God’s
love for us is like that of a groom for his bride. His love for us exceeds all expectation and
understanding. In that love, God always delivers more than we ask, not less.

Page 2



HYMN: JOYOUSLY I’LL PRAISE MY SAVIOR 611

Stand

M: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
HYMN: NOT WHAT MY HANDS HAVE DONE 572
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that
your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of
Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, now and forever.
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Be seated
FIRST READING ISAIAH 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
her salvation like a blazing torch.
2The nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
%Y ou will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand,
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
*No longer will they call you Deserted,
or name your land Desolate.
But you will be called Hephzibah,
and your land Beulah;
for the LORD will take delight in you,
and your land will be married.
°As a young man marries a young woman,
so will your Builder marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so will your God rejoice over you.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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12A O LORD, LOOK DOWN FROM HEAVEN

1 O LORD, look down from heav’n, behold,
and let your pity waken;
how few are we within your fold,
your saints by all forsaken.
True faith seems quenched on ev’ry hand,
your Word is not allowed to stand;
dark times have us o’ertaken.

2 O God, root out all heresy,
and of false teachers rid us
who proudly say, “Now where is he
who shall our speech forbid us?
By right or might we shall prevail,
what we determine cannot fail;
we want no lord and master!”

3 Therefore said God, “I must arise,
the poor my help are needing;
to me ascend my people’s cries,
and | have heard their pleading.
For them my saving Word shall fight
and fearlessly and sharply smite,
the poor with might defending.”

4 Defend your truth, O God, and stay
this evil generation,

and from the error of its way
keep your own congregation.

The wicked ev’rywhere abound

and would your little flock confound,
but you are our salvation!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Martin Luther, abr.
Text: Public domain
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SECOND READING EPHESIANS 3:14-21

For this reason | kneel before the Father, **from whom every family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. °l pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And
| pray that you, being rooted and established in love, ¥may have power, together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, °and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.

2Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us, ?to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

M: Alleluia. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia.

GOSPEL JOHN 2:1-11

10On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus’
mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”

#Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”

°His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

®Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing,
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.

"Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.

8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, %and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water
knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside ‘°and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first
and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the
best till now.”

U\wWhat Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

M: This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O  Christ!
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HYMN: ARISE AND SHINE IN SPLENDOR 375

SERMON EPHESIANS 3:14-21

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN: CHIEF OF SINNERS THOUGH | BE 578

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

Be seated

HYMN: CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS 854
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