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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service.

THE GIFT OF GOD
GOD GIVES SATISFACTION TO THOSE WHO PATIENTLY WAIT

It is always hard to wait, but particularly if what you are waiting for is extremely
important. If you must wait an hour for the waiter to bring your food, it is not a huge deal.
But if you need to wait a week for an electrician to restore power to your home, that is
more painful. Waiting is harder when we badly need what we’re waiting for.

After the fall into sin, people of faith waited for God to provide the gift they needed
most—a Savior. Century after century passed. “Where is he?”” they wondered. People
were powerless to save themselves from sin and death and hell. So, there was nothing to
do but patiently wait. At the perfect time in history, the first Christmas occurred. The
faithful rejoiced!

This week, we see that God works on the timetable he knows to be best for us. We also
see that those who wait for God to act are never disappointed. For God gives satisfaction
to those who patiently wait.
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HYMN: | STAND BESIDE YOUR MANGER HERE 334

Stand

M:

C:

The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear
children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death
of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.

Amen.
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PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

HYMN: THERE IS A REDEEMER 519

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M:  Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and
lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A men.
Be seated
FIRST READING GENESIS 17:1-7

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2Then | will make my covenant between
me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.”

3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, ““As for me, this is my covenant with you:
You will be the father of many nations. °No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be
Abraham, for | have made you a father of many nations. é1 will make you very fruitful; I will
make nations of you, and kings will come from you. I will establish my covenant as an
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to
come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 148D Alleluia! Praise the Lord

1 Let the whole creation cry,
“Glory to the LORD on high.”
Heav’n and earth, awake and sing,
“God is our eternal King.”

2 Men and women, young and old,
raise the anthem manifold.

Join with children’s songs of praise;
worship God through length of days.

3 Praise the LORD, you hosts above,
ever shining forth in love.

Sun and moon, uplift your voice;
night and stars, in God rejoice!

4 From the north to southern pole
let the mighty chorus roll:

“Holy, holy, holy One,

glory be to God alone!”

SECOND READING
“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law, °to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. ®Because you
are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,
Father.” ’So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made
you also an heir.

M:
C:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL LUKE 1:68-79
8«Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
®He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David
(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
"salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us—
2to show mercy to our ancestors
and to remember his holy covenant,
"3the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
"to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
and to enable us to serve him without fear
Sin holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
®And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
"to give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins,
"8pecause of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

M:  This is the gospel of our Lord.
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C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN 383

SERMON LUKE 1:68-79
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Lord’s Prayer (sung to Away in a Manger)
Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name!
Your kingdom among us, your will done the same
By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone;
Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne.

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day;
As we forgive others, our sins take away;

In times of temptation, to lead us be near;

From evil deliver your children most dear.

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign.
And yours is the power; all things you maintain.
To you be the glory, resounding again
From all of creation, forever! Amen.

Be seated
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HYMN: BLESSED BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL 954

Stand

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on
us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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C: A - men.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.
Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
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C: A-menn. A - men. A - men.
Be seated
HYMN: DAWNING LIGHT OF OUR SALVATION 311
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