February 16", 2025
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

A biding
/V ord

Evangelical Lutheran Church

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio

At Abiding Word
We gather around the Word (worship)
We grow in the Word (education)
And we share the Word with the world (outreach).



Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church

Wisconsin Synod
513.677.9357 abidingword.com

Pastor -Troy Jacobs 937.503.3333  welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

Abiding Word cheran Church |

Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Join us for Bible Class today.

BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED

This is good. That is bad.” We often think life is that simple. We believe we can assess a situation
accurately determine if it is positive or negative. It’s hubris. As Jesus gathered followers, he taught
them that his kingdom runs exactly opposite to the principles and priorities of the world. Therefore,
much that we think is good is bad, and vice-versa.

If we want to accurately see the world, we need to have this epiphany. That which the world
considers a blessing can often be a curse. Things like success and wealth and health can lead us
away from our God. We become so enamored with those blessings that we forget about the Blesser.
Conversely, there are hidden blessings in what we would normally consider curses. When we fail,
when we suffer, and when things don’t go our ways, it forces us to put our trust in God and for our
souls to be satisfied in him. The reality is that perceived blessings can be cursed and perceived
curses can be used for our blessing.
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HYMN: MY HEART IS FILLED WITH THANKFULNESS 626

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 155
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of power and might, you know that we live in the midst of many great dangers, and in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Give us strength and protection to support us in all peril, and
carry us through all temptations; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 17:5-8
SThis is what the Lord says:

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart
turns away from the Lord. ®That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not
see prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt
land where no one lives.

"“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. ¥They will be
like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when
heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never
fails to bear fruit.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1B: HOW TRULY BLEST ARE THEY Psalter page 3

SECOND READING 2 CORINTHIANS 12:7B-10

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, | was given a thorn in my flesh,
a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. °But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s
power may rest on me. °That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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M: Alleluia. The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL LUKE 6:17-26

"He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was
there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coastal
region around Tyre and Sidon, ¥who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases.
Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, **and the people all tried to touch him, because
power was coming from him and healing them all.

2ooking at his disciples, he said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
21Blessed are you who hunger now,

for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.
22Blessed are you when people hate you,

when they exclude you and insult you

and reject your name as evil,

because of the Son of Man.

Z3“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is
how their ancestors treated the prophets.
24“But woe to you who are rich,

for you have already received your comfort.
ZWoe to you who are well fed now,

for you will go hungry.
Woe to you who laugh now,

for you will mourn and weep.
Z\Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,

for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN: DAY BY DAY 803
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SERMON 2 CORINTHIANS 12:7B-10

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
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HYMN: AFFLICTED SAINT, TO CHRIST DRAW NEAR 867

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we
may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: ALL IS WELL 802
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