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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. There will be no Sunday School or Bible Class today.

SAINT TITUS, PASTOR AND CONFESSOR
Saint Titus, like Timothy with whom he is often associated, was a friend and co-worker of Saint
Paul. Titus was a Gentile, perhaps a native of Antioch, who accompanied Paul and Barnabas to
Jerusalem when they brought assistance to the Christians in Judea during the famine (Acts 11:29,
30).

It is not known if he accompanied Paul on his first or second missionary journeys, but Titus was
with him on the third one, when he helped reconcile the Corinthians to Paul (2 Corinthians 7:6, 7)
and assisted with the collection for the church in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:3-6). It was probably
on the return to Jerusalem that Paul left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:4, 5). Afterward he is found working
in Dalmatia (2 Timothy 4:10). According to tradition, Titus returned to Crete, where he served as
bishop until he died about AD 96.
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HYMN: ALLELUIA! LET PRAISES RING 481

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O almighty God, you have always given your church faithful shepherds to feed and nourish your
flock. Grant that all pastors may rightly preach your Word and administer your sacraments that
your people may be guided in the way that leads to eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING ACTS 20:28-35

2Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 2°I know that
after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. *Even from
your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after
them. 3!So be on your guard! Remember that for three years | never stopped warning each of you
night and day with tears.

32“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. *I have not coveted anyone’s silver
or gold or clothing. **You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs
and the needs of my companions. **In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard
work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.””

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN: BY ALL YOUR SAINTS STILL STRIVING 892w.1,11,3

SECOND READING TITUS 1:1-9

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect
and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— 2in the hope of eternal life, which God,
who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, *and which now at his appointed season
he has brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,

“To Titus, my true son in our common faith:

Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.

The reason | left you in Crete was that you might put in order what was left unfinished
and appoint elders in every town, as | directed you. ®An elder must be blameless, faithful to his
wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and
disobedient. "Since an overseer manages God’s household, he must be blameless—not
overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest
gain. ®Rather, he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright,
holy and disciplined. °He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so
that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

M: Alleluia. My mouth will tell of your righteous deeds, of your saving acts all day long.
Alleluia.
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GOSPEL LUKE 10:1-9

LAfter this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where he was about to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest
field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. “Do not take a purse or bag or sandals;
and do not greet anyone on the road.

*“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.” ®If someone who promotes
peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. ’Stay there, eating and
drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from
house to house.

8“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. *Heal the sick
who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
HYMN: LORD JESUS, YOU HAVE COME 897
SERMON TITUS 1:1-9
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Stand
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LITANY OF THE CHURCH

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you love your whole creation and forget none of your
creatures. We bring you our supplications for all your children, for all those we love and all those
committed to your care:

We implore you to hear us, good Lord.

For all who have blessed us with kindness, led us with patience, and restored and refreshed us by
their sympathy and help:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.

For all who have wished or done us ill, that you would turn their hearts to penitence and ours to
blessing:
Lord, have mercy.

For all prisoners and captives and all who suffer from oppression, that you would lead them to
know the perfect freedom of your Son’s forgiveness, relieve their suffering, and move us to
imitate you by assisting them with works of mercy and compassion:

Lord, have mercy.

[For... here name the person and the cause of the petition,] let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who bear the cross of suffering, who are sick in body or in mind:
Be merciful and spare them, good Lord.

For all who are troubled by the suffering or sin of those they love:
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have experienced worldly loss, that in the midst of darkness and confusion they may

find their peace in you:
We implore you to hear us, O God.
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For all who are absorbed in their own grief, that they may be raised to share the sorrows of their
brothers and sisters and to know and appreciate the fellowship of those who bear Christ’s cross:
We implore you to hear us, O God.

For all who are suffering because of their faithfulness to conviction and duty, that in sacrifice
they might find strength and joy; and that you, who see in secret, may uphold them by your grace,
so they may at last come to an open reward:

Lord, have mercy.

For all who are undergoing temptations of the flesh or who imagine evil in their hearts, that you
would enable them to overcome and obtain the victory through Christ:
Be merciful and spare them, good Lord.

For all who are lonely and sad in the midst of the joys of others, that they may know you as their
Father, Friend, and Comforter:
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the infirm, the aged, and all who are approaching death, that they may find their strength in
you and obtain a blessed end:
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all for whom we have forgotten to pray but who are dear to you:
Assist them according to their needs, and bring them to your heavenly kingdom, through
Christ our Lord.

O God our Father, hear our intercessions, answer them according to your will, and make us the

channels of your infinite pity and helpfulness.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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HYMN: SPREAD ABROAD, O MIGHTY WORD 902

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them,
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we
may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

I invite you to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me the Lord’s Prayer as Christ our Lord
taught us.

First, we pray that God our Father in heaven would look with mercy on all his children on earth.
We ask him to give us grace that we might proclaim his Word faithfully and live our lives
according to his will, for then we show that his name is precious to us. We also pray that he
would keep us from any teaching and living which would dishonor his name.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

We pray that his kingdom and the rule of his grace might come to us and grow in us each day;
that all who are still captives in Satan’s kingdom might be brought to know Jesus Christ, his Son,
so that the Christian Church might grow and prosper.

Thy kingdom come.

We pray that the Holy Spirit would strengthen us to do and accept God’s will in life and death, in
good times and in bad, and that we might have power to put down our own sinful will and its
desires.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We pray that our Father would also give us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish

desires, and help us to trust that he will provide for all our needs.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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We ask that God would forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts
may rest and rejoice in a good conscience before him, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm
us.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

We pray that God would protect us from all temptations and help us by his Spirit to put down our
sinful flesh, to despise the world and its vices, and to overcome the devil and all his trickery.
And lead us not into temptation.

And finally, we pray that God would deliver us from all evils of body and soul now and forever.
But deliver us from evil.

All those who sincerely desire these things will say from their hearts “Amen,” trusting without
doubt that their prayers are answered in heaven, as Christ has promised: “Whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

HYMN: GOD, WE SING YOUR GLORIOUS PRAISES 911
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