
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23rd, 2025 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Please join us for Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am. 
 

 

 

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, OVERCOMING EVIL WITH GOOD 

  

Throughout this season of Epiphany, Jesus has described the governing principles of his 

kingdom being completely opposite to the governing principles of the world. This week 

Jesus asks us to befriend our enemies, to love those who hate us, and to repay evil with 

good. Worldly logic would say that is a recipe for being walked all over. Yet haven’t we 

seen this tactic work? When we were Christ’s enemies, he loved us to the point of death. 

He repays our daily wrongs with the daily goodness of his mercy. In doing so, he won us 

for himself.  

Here is the epiphany we badly need to have. Following the strategy Jesus lays out—

loving our enemies—is not a capitulation to evil. It is a means of conquering it. 

 

 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS 730 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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Text: Michael A. Perry 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely only 

on the hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be Seated 
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FIRST READING GENESIS 45:3–15 

 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his 

brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 

 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, 

he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5And now, do not be 

distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save 

lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6For two years now there has been famine in the 

land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and reaping. 7But God sent me 

ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great 

deliverance. 

 8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 

Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9Now hurry back to my 

father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all 

Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10You shall live in the region of Goshen and be 

near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 
11I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise 

you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ 

 12“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I 

who am speaking to you. 13Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and 

about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.” 

 14Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 

embraced him, weeping. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward 

his brothers talked with him. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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103B Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Psalm 103B 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte 
Tune: John Goss 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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SECOND READING ROMANS 12:14–21 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those 

who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not 

be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do 

not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is 

mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

 if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 6:27–38 

 27“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who 

hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If someone 

slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not 

withhold your shirt from them. 30Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 

what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to others as you would have them do to 

you. 

 32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love 

those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is 

that to you? Even sinners do that. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect 

repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid 

in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to 

get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 

High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father 

is merciful. 

 37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not 

be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your 

lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 
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HYMN: SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR 729 

 
SERMON on ROMANS 12:14-21 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 

Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a 

love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 

other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 

keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 

make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 

those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 

defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to 

all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 

unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 

has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give 

patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 

and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: I COME, O SAVIOR TO YOUR TABLE 670 

 

Stand 
 

HYMN: IN PEACE AND JOY I NOW DEPART 949 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: OH, HOW GOOD IT IS 731 
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