
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 9th, 2025 

First Sunday in Lent 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Please join us for Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am. 
 

Open Door Policies - God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home 

When a wayward child wanders far from home, how does a loving parent pursue them 

without driving them further away? One thing that parent does is let the child know that 

they will always be welcomed back home. Likewise, when we wander from God, he 

always keeps his door open for us. But God doesn’t just passively wait for us to return. 

He lovingly pursues sinners in ways that make them long for home.  
 

In the Church Year, we have come to the season of Lent. In this 40-day journey to the 

cross and tomb, we will see the surprising strategies our heavenly Father uses for getting 

sinners back home, close to him and the loving care he offers.  

 

ONE STANDS; EVERYONE ELSE SITS 

Normally in a family everyone must do their part. . . pitch in. . . pull their weight. In 

God’s family, he assigns and accepts the work of one on behalf of all. In God’s house, 

God’s Son—our brother, Jesus— stands alone on the field of battle against our enemies in 

our place. He fights vicariously. He fights victoriously.   

Today we see one man, Jesus Christ, stand against Satan. We simply sit and watch with 

eyes full of wonder and repentant faith. Because Christ fought that battle as one of us, he 

won that battle for all of us. The door to heaven stands open for those who believe in him.    

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD, OUR REDEEMER 609 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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561 Before the Throne of God Above 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charitie Lees DeCheney Bancroft, 1841–1923 

Tune: Vikki Cook, b. 1960 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1997 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s 

temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the 

world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle 

against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Be Seated 
 
 

FIRST READING 1 SAMUEL 17:4–11,32–40,45–49 

 4A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine 

camp. His height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a bronze helmet on his head and 

wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; 6on his legs he 

wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7His spear shaft was 

like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer 

went ahead of him. 

 8Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line 

up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man 

and have him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your 

subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us.” 
10Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us 

fight each other.” 11On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were 

dismayed and terrified. 

 32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your 

servant will go and fight him.” 

 33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; 

you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

 34But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 

When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck 

it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, 

struck it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this 

uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the 

living God. 37The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear 

will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

 Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 
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 38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a 

bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried 

walking around, because he was not used to them. 

 “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So he 

took them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the 

stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, 

approached the Philistine. 

 45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies 

of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and 

I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the 

Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that 

there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or 

spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our 

hands.” 

 48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the 

battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and 

struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell 

facedown on the ground. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN: ON EAGLE’S WINGS 821 

 

 
SECOND READING HEBREWS 4:14–16 

 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, 

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do not have a 

high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 

been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16Let us then approach 

God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help us in our time of need. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation 1 John 3:8 
Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

GOSPEL LUKE 4:1-13 

 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during 

those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 

bread.” 

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 

 5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 

splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7If you worship 

me, it will all be yours.” 

 8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 

only.’” 

 9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10For it is 

written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you carefully; 
11they will lift you up in their hands, 

 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 12Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune 

time. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 
 
 

HYMN: A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 864 

 
SERMON on 1 SAMUEL 17:4–11,32–40,45–49 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

Stand 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Gracious Father, after his baptism your Son faced the stern attacks of Satan who tried to 

derail his journey to the cross. On this day we rejoice in Jesus’ victory in the wilderness 

and praise him for his ultimate triumph over the works of the devil. 

Send us your Spirit that we may believe this truth and apply it in our lives. 

  

Satan and his followers seek to overturn our faith and love every day. Their goal is to 

separate us from your presence and destroy our relationship with your Son. Give us 

wisdom to be alert for their attacks and recognize the danger they bring. 

Protect us as we endure temptation. Keep us from becoming Satan’s victims. 

Forgive us and restore us when we give in to him.    

  

Make our faith stronger than it is now so that we might know more and more that Jesus 

matters most to us in life and death. Give us wisdom and power to follow him and do his 

will.   

Keep us from thinking that sins are harmless and cannot lead us away from him.   

  

According to your will, Lord, curb the influence of Satan in our world and society. Help 

people to grasp the appalling effects of his power and to refrain from doing wicked and 

harmful deeds. 

Come to the aid of those who are the objects of devilish power.  

  

Give us courage to warn those we love about the dangers of the devil’s temptations. Lead 

us to speak the truth in love so that family members and friends may discern evil and step 

back from error and sin.   

Move us to share the horror of Satan’s power honestly and to offer your forgiveness 

in love. 

  

Keep in your care all who are struggling with pain, battling with sickness, and facing 

death. Especially bless… Spare your people from Satan’s temptations in their difficult 

hours and strengthen them with the promise of your Son’s ultimate victory over sin, 

death, and the grave. 

Help us to support them when we can and to keep them in our prayers.  

  

Protect us, gracious God, from the power of Satan, the allure of the world, and the 

seduction of our sinful nature.  

Cause us to believe that we are more than conquerors through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace 

and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

♫ HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ♫ CW 167 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts:  

 heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 

our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 

things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on 

the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 

we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ O Christ, Lamb of God ♫ CW 169 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 

peace. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: I COME, O SAVIOR TO YOUR TABLE 670 

 

Stand 
 

HYMN: IN PEACE AND JOY I NOW DEPART 949 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: IF GOD HIMSELF BE FOR ME 819 

Acknowledgments 

Setting One from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 

Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


