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Welcome!
To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our Lord.
Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12) Please join us
for coffee after the service. Join us at 11:00am for Bible Class today.

Open Door Policies - God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home
NO DETOURS ALLOWED

The door to God and the glory he has prepared for us stands wide open. However, he has mapped
out a very specific pathway to that door. It is not an easy one. As it did with Jesus, this route takes
us through opposition, suffering, and even death. While our human nature may cause us to want
to take a detour around these things, Jesus own life shows us that no detour is allowed. His cross
came before his crown. The same path lies ahead of us. However, at the end of it, through the
open door, we are offered a reward far superior to anything the world can offer.
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HYMN: CHURCH OF GOD, ELECT AND GLORIOUS 854

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us
from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
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536 Jesus, Ever-Abiding Friend
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THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both
outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil thoughts that
may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 26:8-15

8But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the Lord had
commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said, “You
must die! *Why do you prophesy in the Lord’s name that this house will be like Shiloh and this
city will be desolate and deserted?”” And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of
the Lord.

©\When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal
palace to the house of the Lord and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of
the Lord’s house. ' Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the people, “This
man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. You have heard it
with your own ears!”

12Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The Lord sent me to
prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. **Now reform your ways
and your actions and obey the Lord your God. Then the Lord will relent and not bring the disaster
he has pronounced against you. *As for me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think
is good and right. °Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt of
innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the Lord has
sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 42A: AS THE DEER Psalter page 213
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SECOND READING PHILIPPIANS 3:17-4:1

17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a
model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. ‘®For, as | have often told you before and now
tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. °Their destiny is
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on
earthly things. 2°But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ, 2who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control,
will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

M: Being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!

GOSPEL LUKE 13:31-35
31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go
somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”

%He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing people
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.” **In any case, | must press on
today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!

34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often
I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and
you were not willing. *Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me
again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN: LORD, THEE | LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART 817
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SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

‘HYMN: I KNOW MY FAITH IS FOUNDED 797

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by
your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

‘HYMN: YOUR WORKS, NOT MINE, O CHRIST 560
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