
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 23rd, 2025 

Third Sunday in Lent 

8470 Landen Drive Maineville, Ohio 
 

 

 
 

At Abiding Word 

We gather around the Word (worship) 

We grow in the Word (education) 

And we share the Word with the world (outreach). 
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Abiding Word Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Wisconsin Synod 
513.677.9357 abidingword.com 

 

 

 Pastor -Troy Jacobs     937.503.3333   welstroyjacobs@yahoo.com

           
Welcome! 

To all who have gathered here this morning we welcome you in the name of Christ our 

Lord.  Through him we have access to God in boldness and confidence. (Ephesians 3:12)  

Join us after the service for coffee. Please join us for Adult Bible Study at 11:00 am. 
 

 

OPEN DOOR POLICIES 

God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home  

ALWAYS PRESENT, ALWAYS PATIENT 

 

The heavenly Father is always present in the lives of his children. He sees every sorrow 

we endure. He also sees every sin that we commit, even if it’s only in our thoughts. He is 

always present. Yet, he is also always patient. God does not snap at us the second we turn 

from him. He gives us time to see the error of our ways. He assures us that the door back 

to him remains always open. By giving us room to share our struggles and shortcomings, 

he works in us the very repentance he desires and saves us from the judgement that would 

otherwise be ours.   

  

HOLY COMMUNION 

Our worship service is open to all. The forgiveness received in the Lord’s Supper is 

proclaimed to all throughout the service.  However, the Bible teaches that the Lord's 

Supper is to be received by those who have been instructed about its meaning and the 

unity it expresses.  

For this reason, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor 

before partaking of the Holy Supper. 
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HYMN: THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE 613 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION CW 155 
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father,  

        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 

    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  

    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.  

    We have done those things that we should not have done,  

        and we have not done those things that we should have done.  

    Have mercy on us, Lord!  

        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  

        according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross 

and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 
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561 Before the Throne of God Above 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charitie Lees DeCheney Bancroft, 1841–1923 

Tune: Vikki Cook, b. 1960 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1997 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714908 
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THE WORD 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 

and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Be Seated 
 
 

FIRST READING EXODUS 3:1–15 

 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from 

within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3So Moses 

thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 

 4When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 

within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

 And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because 

he was afraid to look at God. 

 7The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 

heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to 

bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk 

and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the 

Egyptians are oppressing them. 10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?” 

 12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 

who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 

God on this mountain.” 
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 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I 

tell them?” 

 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the 

Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 

 15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to 

you.’  “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to 

generation. 

 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 85A: LORD, IN YOUR MERCY, HEAR MY PRAYER Psalter page 431 

 

 
SECOND READING 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1–13 

 1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 

ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2They were all 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the same spiritual food 4and 

drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied 

them, and that rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; 

their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 

 6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on 

evil things as they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The 

people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8We should not 

commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand 

of them died. 9We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by 

snakes. 10And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying 

angel. 

 11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings 

for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12So, if you think you are standing 

firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13No temptation has overtaken you except what is 

common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 

you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can 

endure it. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation 2 Peter 3:9 
He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

GOSPEL LUKE 13:1–9 

 1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that 

these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this 

way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen 

who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty 

than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will 

all perish.” 

 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he 

went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of 

the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and 

haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 

 8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it 

and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 
 
 

HYMN: DELAY NOT!   DELAY NOT 712 

 
SERMON on EXODUS 3:1–15 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 

 

RECEPTION OF SPENCER SMITH INTO MEMBERSHIP 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by 

his obedient death on the cross. 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

  

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or 

the cost. 

  

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 

stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a 

high price for their faith and values as Christians. 

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

  

Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, 

the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those 

victimized by war and injustice. We pray especially for… Comfort all who face the 

terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

  

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; 

social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand 

beside the dying. 

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing 

good. 

  

Hear us as we pray in silence.  

  

Silent prayer 

  

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the 

point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with 

all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

glorious song: 

♫ SANCTUS ♫  
Sing, “Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts on high, 

your everlasting glory fills earth and sea and sky.” 

Our voices cry, “Hosanna!”  Lord, hear our humble plea: 

in mercy, come and save us; in love, come set us free. 

 

Hosanna in the highest!  How blest is Christ our King, 

who died as our Redeemer, eternal life to bring! 

How blest are you, Lord Jesus, now coming in God’s name! 

“Hosanna in the highest!” our grateful hearts proclaim. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 

world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 

the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, 

even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its 

curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with 

you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 

death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 

Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

♫ AGNUS ♫  
O Lamb of God, once lifted high upon a cross to bleed and die, 

in perfect love you took our place—bestow on us your saving grace. 
 

O Lamb of God, your sacrifice has cancelled sin, has paid its price; 

your perfect love will never cease—have mercy, Lord, and grant us peace. 

Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

HYMN: THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB 418 

 

Stand 
 

HYMN: LORD, NOW YOU LET YOUR SERVANT 951 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 

in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 

when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN: GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT JEHOVAH 923 
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